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Source 1

EE’ Midrash Tanhuma Shemini 7
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What does God care whether Jews eat meat that has not been ritually slaughtered or whether
they tear it apart and eat it, whether they slaughter from the neck or from the thigh? Know that
God only commanded this method of slaughter in order to refine the Jewish people.

Source 2

%E Nahmanides, Commentary to Parshat Ki Teitzei, Deuteronomy (Devarim) 22:6
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AN 1OWD NARD

[These midrashim mean that t|he benefit from the commandments is not derived by the

Holy One Himself, exalted be He. Rather, the advantage is to man himself, to withhold from
him physical harm or some evil belief, or unseemly trait of character, or to recall the miracles
and wonders of the Creator, blessed be He, in order to know the Eternal. It is this...that the
commandments were given “for the purpose of refining men,” that they may become like
“refined silver,” for he who refines silver does not act without purpose, but to remove therefrom
any impurity. So, also, the commandments eliminate from our hearts all evil belief, and [are
given] in order to inform us of the truth and to recall it always.
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Source 3

%E Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb: A Philosophy of Jewish Laws
and Observances

Hithpallel...from which ‘tefillah...’ is derived, originally meant to deliver an opinion about
oneself, to judge oneself—or an inner attempt at so doing, such as the hithpa'el form of the
Hebrew verb frequently denotes... Thus it denotes to step out of active life in order to attempt to
gain a true judgement about oneself...about one’s relationship not God and the world, and the
world to oneself. ...In English we call tefillah ‘prayer, but this word only incompletely expresses
the concept, for ‘to pray, i.e., to ask for something, is only a minor section of tefillah.

Source 4

%E Babylonian Talmud Makkot 23b-24a
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Rabbi Simlai expounded: 613 commandments were told to Moses: 365 prohibitions in
accordance with the days of the sun and 248 positive commandments in accordance with
the number of a person’s limbs. Rav Hamnuna said: What verse? “Moses commanded us a
teaching (Torah) (DEUTERONOMY 33:4)” — the word “Torah” has a numerical value of 611, and
the commandments of “I am the Lord your God,” and “You shall have no other gods before
Me, were heard directly from God. (A mnemonic: Dmasma”k Sa"k)
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David came and condensed the 613 commandments into 11, as it is written (PSALM 15): “A psalm
of David. God, who shall dwell in Your tents? Who shall dwell upon Your holy mountain?

one who walks upright, and

works righteously, and

speaks truth in their heart,

who has no slander upon their tongue,

nor does evil to their fellow,

nor takes up a reproach against their neighbor,

one in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but

who honors those that fear God,

one who swears even to their own hurt, and does not change it,

0 P N O B p W NS
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. one who doesn’t lend out their money on interest,

-
—

. nor take a bribe against the innocent. One that
does these things shall never falter”

“One who walks upright’, this is Abraham, as it is written (GENESIS 17:1): “Walk before me

and be perfect.” “Who works righteously,” like Rav Safra. “One who has no slander upon

their tongue” — this refers to Jacob, our forefather, as it is written (GENESIS 27:12): “Maybe my
father will feel me and I will be in his eyes like a deceiver” “One who has done no evil to their
fellow” — that one doesn’t enter their fellow’s trade. “Who does not take up a reproach against
their neighbor” — this refers to one who brings their relatives near them. “In whose eyes a vile
person is despised” — this refers to King Hezekiah who dragged the bones of his father on a
bed of ropes. “But one who honors those that fear God” — this refers to Jehosaphat the King of
Judah, who whenever he would see a Torah scholar would get up from throne, embrace them
and kiss them, and call them (my father, my father), my teacher, my teacher, my master, my

master.

“One who swears even to their own hurt, and does not change it,” like Rabbi Yohanan: that
Rabbi Yohanan once said, “I will be fasting until I reach my house.”

“Who doesn’t lend out their money on interest”— even to an idol worshiper. “Nor does s/he
take a bribe against the innocent,” like Rabbi Yose.

It is written, “One who does these things shall never falter:” Whenever Rabban Gamliel would
reach this verse, he would weep. He would say: One who does all of these is the one who will
not falter, but if he only does one of them, then he will falter!

SHALOM HARTMAN INSTITUTE shalomhartman.org | 27



FOUNDATIONS FOR A

;zl?gﬁ?:ITEFUL JHDAISH UNIT 2 CLASS 4 S O U RC E S

E=

They told him: Is it written, “Who does all of these things?” It is written, “One who does these
things,” which would imply even one of them. For if you will not say this, it is written elsewhere
(LEVITICUS 18:24): “Do not contaminate yourself with all of these” There also, is only one who
touches all of the things one who becomes impure, but if one only [touched] one of them not?

Rather it refers to one of these. So too here it refers to one of these.
Isaiah came and condensed them to 6, as it is written (ISAIAH 33:15):

. "One who walks righteously, and
. speaks uprightly,
. one who despises unlawful gain,

1

2

3

4. who shakes their hands from accepting a bribe,

5. who stops their ears from hearing bloodshed, and
6

. shuts their eyes from seeing evil

“One who walks righteously” — this refers to Abraham our forefather, as it is written (GENESIS
18:19): “For now I known that he may command etc.” “And speaks uprightly” — this refers to
one who does not embarrass their fellow in public. “One who despises unlawful gain,” like
Rabbi Ishmael ben Elisha. “Who shakes their hands from accepting a bribe,” like Rabbi Ishmael
son of Rabbi Yose. “Who stops their ears from hearing bloodshed,” that one does not hear a
degradation of one of the rabbis and remain silent, like Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Simeon.

“And shuts their eyes from seeing evil” — this is like what Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba said, that
Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba said: This refers to one who does not gaze at women at the time that
they are doing their laundry. And it is written [about one who does these six things], (ISAIAH
33:16) “S/he will dwell on high, etc”

Micah came and condensed them to 3, as it is written, “It has been told to you, O man, what is
good, and what does God require of you?: Only to

1. dojustly, and to
2. love mercy, and to
3. walk discreetly with your God”

“To do justly” — this refers to laws. “To love mercy” — this refers to kind deeds. “And to walk
discreetly with your God” — this refers to bringing out the dead and bringing in the bride.

And is it not an a posteriori (kal va’homer)?
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If matters which are usually not done discreetly [like funeral and bridal processions], the Torah
says to perform them with discretion, then matters which usually are done discreetly [like
charity], how much more so [should they be performed discreetly].

Isaiah returned and consolidated them to 2, as it is said (ISAIAH 56:1): “So says, God, guard
justice, and do righteousness”.

Amos came and consolidated these to 1, as it is said (AMOS 5:4): “Thus said God to the house of
Israel: Seek Me, and live.”

Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak challenged this: maybe it means to seek out the entire Torah?

Rather, Habbakuk came and consolidated these to 1, as it is said (HABBAKUK 2:4): “The righteous
shall live by their faith.”
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